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Enforcing Ecocide – The Challenges of 
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Introduction: Ecocide has been gaining legislative momentum, and the European 
Union is committed to adopting enforceable ecocide legislation, as reflected in 
the Environmental Crime Directive. This directive explicitly mentions ecocide in 
its preamble and introduces “qualified offences” comparable to ecocide.

Objectives: This study aims to link the definitions of ecocide and transna-
tional environmental crime, with a particular focus on the challenges of policing 
such offences.

Methods: This research relies heavily on the last ten years that the author 
has spent analysing transnational environmental crime and ecocide. The rele-
vant literature was analysed through desk research, including critical viewpoints 
and the establishment of individual categorisation.

Results: The efforts to recognise ecocide can influence the effectiveness 
of actions against environmental crimes. The future enforceability of ecocide 
remains challenging, particularly regarding the implementation of the “quali-
fied offences” category across EU Member States. The implementation of the 
new Environmental Crime Directive will highly influence the European efforts 
to combat environmental crimes. Also, it is crucial to strengthen the coopera-
tion between law enforcement agencies. Social and economic changes have 
continuously influenced the work of law enforcement agencies and policing. 
Climate change and recent ecological changes are calling for the so-called 
“green policing”.

Conclusions: It is crucial to step up and combat environmental crimes. Law 
enforcement agencies must also adapt to new challenges to build climate resi
lience, and the effective implementation of the new Directive will be essential.
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Introduction

Climate change, ecological destruction and biodiversity loss became a reality in the 21st 
century. Although the discussion about environmentalism has already started at the 
beginning of the 1930s (Beeman 1995: 1–16), so far, only small victories have been 
achieved. It would be an exaggeration to say that humanity was not able to step up and 
solve crucial environmental challenges. However, the unprecedented changes in our home, 
the “Earth”, point out how the international community failed to find effective responses 
to cut the curve of greenhouse gas emissions and tackle ecological despair. As a result, 
many believe that those who harm the environment the most have to be seriously pun-
ished under ecocide regulation. Environmental crimes are often labelled as “victimless” 
crimes (Skinnider 2013: 1) and considered less serious to society. It was only recently 
that the climate change and security nexus was intensively researched, highlighting the 
threat that environmental challenges pose to security. Moreover, the law enforcement 
agencies face severe challenges due to the rise of environmental crimes and climate change. 
Eco-policing has begun to emerge in response to the growing demand for a more envi-
ronmentally conscious and green-minded law enforcement approach. An earlier notion is 
green criminology, which has emphasised the importance of a multidisciplinary approach 
to combat environmental crimes, working towards the realisation of human-induced envi-
ronmental changes (White–Heckenberg 2014).

In this article, I would like to briefly reflect on the history and legal appearances of 
ecocide, with a particular emphasis on recent developments, especially at the European 
Union level. Moreover, the connection between ecocide and transnational environmen-
tal crime will be highlighted. Lastly, the need for a “greening” law enforcement will be 
elaborated in the context of ecocide, detailing the challenges posed by serious environ-
mental crimes. This research highly relies on the last ten years that I have spent analysing 
transnational environmental crime and ecocide. In this article, I aim to focus on the more 
practical issues from the perspective of law enforcement, emphasising the importance of 
agencies responsible for investigating such crimes. As a result, the article relies on desk 
research, incorporating critical analysis of relevant sources.

Efforts to penalise ecocide and its legal appearance

There is a growing interest in the concept of ecocide; however, the term is surrounded 
by uncertainty. In the most general sense, ecocide means severe environmental destruc-
tion, causing long-term or irreversible harm. The word “ecocide” is a composition of “eco” 
(oikos, Greek), meaning ecosystem and “cide” (caedere, Latin), which can be translated 
as destruction. The history of ecocide goes back to the era of the Vietnam War (1954–
1975), in which the United States of America had been intensively applying ecologically 



57Enforcing Ecocide – The Challenges of Policing Transnational Environmental Crimes

Magyar Rendészet  •  4. 2025

destructive war tactics. The latter included the use of herbicides, the infamous “rainbow 
colour” chemicals, often containing dioxin and other harmful substances. As part of the 
Vietnam War effort, the USA also destroyed agricultural land and natural habitat sites 
with bulldozers. The effects of the war are still detectable in Vietnam, as the applied 
methods caused long-term environmental harm and were also destructive to animal and 
human health. A global movement has started to stop ecologically harmful tactics and 
to put an end to irreversible environmental modification as a war method. Although 
the discussion about ecocide began in the 1970s, an enforceable legal framework is still 
awaited (Zsigmond-Sziebig 2025: 67–76).

In literature, the concept of ecocide has been sporadically discussed, but some arti-
cles establishing definitions were already published in the 1970s. Hereby, I would like to 
emphasise the importance of the article of László Bodnár, who established a still valid 
definition for ecocide as the following: “The crime of ecocide is committed by a state 
which intentionally damages or destroys the human environment to such an extent that 
it may lead to the disruption of the ecological balance outside the territory of its own 
state” (Bodnár 1974: 239). Another early appearance of the definition of ecocide was the 
Ecocide Convention by Richard Falk, which remained a proposal published in literature 
(Falk 1973). For a long time, ecocide has mainly been overlooked by the international 
community, following the International Law Commission’s removal of ecocide as a dis-
tinct crime from the Draft Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Mankind 
(Zsigmond-Sziebig 2025: 72–74). The rediscovery of ecocide was a result of the work 
of Polly Higgins, who became the “lawyer of the Earth”2 and catalysed a new discussion 
of environmental crimes. In her book, Higgins elaborated on the definition of ecocide in 
a lengthy manner and defined the crime as “extensive damage to, destruction of or loss 
of ecosystem(s) of a given territory, whether by human agency or by other causes, to such 
an extent that peaceful enjoyment by the inhabitants of that territory has been severely 
diminished” (Higgins 2016: 62–63). In 2021, an independent panel of experts was 
established with the support of the STOP Ecocide Foundation. The Panel aimed to pro-
pose amendments to the Rome Statute.3 In the accepted text, the preambular paragraphs, 
Article 5 defines the subject-matter jurisdiction of the ICC in relation to the crime of eco-
cide, and Article 8 incorporates the crime of ecocide (STOP Ecocide Foundation 2021). 
The legal acceptance of ecocide is rapidly growing, and several countries have introduced 
ecocide as an individual crime, including France, Belgium, Ecuador, Moldova, Ukraine 
and Vietnam (Ecocide Law 2025).

The legal embeddedness of ecocide, particularly in the Member States of the Euro-
pean Union (MSs), is strengthened by the implementation of the new Environmental 
Crime Directive (ECD). The new Directive [Directive (EU) 2024/1203, 2024] replaces 
the Environmental Crime Directive of 2008. The legal act was adopted in April 2024 
and is expected to be implemented by May 2026 in the Member States of the European 

2	 The terminology is used based on the TEDx talk of Polly Higgins (TEDx Exeter 2012).
3	 The Rome Statute (1998–2002) is the founding document of the International Criminal Court (in The Hague). 

Currently, the ICC has jurisdiction over four international crimes: crimes against humanity, war crimes, genocide 
and aggression. The original aim of Polly Higgins was to amend the Rome Statute with a “fifth crime against peace”, 
ecocide, which idea gained support in the international community and among international lawyers.
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Union. The acceptance of the new ECD was a result of ongoing discussion concerning 
the protection of the environment through criminal law in the European sphere. The 
“old” ECD has been intensively criticised for a long time (Zsigmond – Zsigmond-
Sziebig 2025). The MSs must include the so-called “qualified criminal offences” that 
“can encompass conduct comparable to ecocide” as stated in the Preamble paragraph 
(21) of the ECD. The wording of the ECD Article 3 is similar to the ecocide definition 
established by the Independent Expert Panel:

“Member States shall ensure that criminal offences relating to conduct listed in paragraph 
2 constitute qualified criminal offences if such conduct causes: (a) the destruction of, or 
widespread and substantial damage which is either irreversible or long-lasting to, an eco
system of considerable size or environmental value or a habitat within a protected site, or 
(b) widespread and substantial damage which is either irreversible or long-lasting to the 
quality of air, soil or water.”

Regardless of the new law, some Member States had already been active in penalising 
environmental criminal offences due to the adverse effects of climate change and environ-
mental degradation (Sziebig 2022). As a result of the implementation process of Direc-
tive 2024/1203, it will be interesting to see how the MSs modify or supplement the 
domestic environmental criminal law in force. 

Overall, ecocide gained support from the international community and has started 
to appear as enforceable law, especially in domestic environmental crime legislation. 
There are several angles from which ecocide can be interpreted, not just from the perspec-
tive of criminal law. As there is a complex and inseparable relationship between human 
well-being and environmental quality, human rights have long provided an opportunity 
to advocate against climate change and environmental destruction, linking intergen-
erational equity, the rights of future generations, and the right to a healthy and liveable 
environment (Sziebig 2024). The “ecocentric turn of international criminal law” would 
mark a global achievement. However, to support such a notion and make it possible, 
domestic legislative changes must provide a basis at the local level (Close 2024).

Ecocide definition and environmental crimes

In cases of environmental crimes, there is no universally accepted or internationally 
defined concept; therefore, domestic criminal law plays a crucial role in addressing these 
issues. The category of environmental crime is complex and often contradictory. It is fre-
quently used as a collective term for offences impacting biodiversity, wildlife, animals, 
natural resources, hazardous waste, prohibited substances and environmental quality. 
Sometimes, specific classifications are employed, such as “brown” (for pollution and air 
quality), “green” (for wildlife issues and conservation), and “white” (for scientific activi-
ties, new technologies and genetically modified organisms) (Gibbs–Boratto 2017). 
Organisations active in the environmental field develop their own interpretations of what 
constitutes environmental crimes. The Interpol’s Environmental Security Unit focuses 
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on four main areas: fisheries crime, forestry crime, pollution crime and wildlife crime 
(Interpol 2025). Europol defines environmental crimes as activities that breach environ-
mental regulations and result in significant damage or pose risks to the environment and/
or human health. These activities include the destruction, damage, possession, or trade of 
protected wild animal and plant species, if carried out unlawfully (Europol 2025).

Although the criminal law protection of the environment is not “alien” to international 
standard-setting, the European Union has devoted special attention to the protection of the 
environment through criminal law. Environmental crimes have a range of legal consequences 
that fall within the scope of administrative, civil and criminal law. Crimes against the envi-
ronment are often committed at the national level within a country’s jurisdiction, but they 
are typically international in nature and transcend national borders. In recent decades, 
organised crime groups have recognised the profit potential of activities that harm wildlife, 
and illegal trade has become a significant source of revenue for these groups. However, the 
effective enforcement of current international and national regulations would significantly 
reduce the perpetrators’ opportunities to exploit the weaknesses of implementation and law 
enforcement. Furthermore, as emphasised in the literature, widespread corruption is another 
source of the problem, as it facilitates the activities of organised crime groups and increases 
latency. Corruption can be identified in relation to all environmental crimes. Furthermore, 
corruption includes a wide range of relevant acts, including bribery, embezzlement, money 
laundering and other financial crimes (Thompson 2023: 143). Organised crime groups 
generally use the profits they make to fund other illegal activities, like terrorism, human 
trafficking, arms trafficking and drug trade. Environmental crimes are often associated with 
developing countries, where limited resources are available to support effective law enforce-
ment and judicial systems. Crimes related to wildlife have adverse social, environmental 
and economic impacts, reduce government revenues, and hinder sustainable development 
(UNEP/EA.1/INF/19, 2014).

Among the environmental criminal offences, some are particularly dangerous to 
society and pose a challenge to detect and prosecute. Transnational environmental crime 
is difficult to define, as it shares a similar lack of a universally accepted definition with 
environmental crimes. It is possible to approach the concept from the perspective of 
international treaties, emphasising the definitions established by the relevant agreements. 
Transnational environmental crime poses a serious threat, often converging with other 
serious offences. Moreover, transnational crime groups have diversified into environmen-
tal crimes, realising the benefits of such actions (van Uhm 2024: 188–195). Based on 
Article 3 of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, 
a crime is transnational in nature if

“(a) it is committed in more than one State; (b) it is committed in one State but a substantial 
part of its preparation, planning, direction or control takes place in another State; (c) it is 
committed in one State but involves an organized criminal group that engages in criminal 
activities in more than one State; or (d) it is committed in one State but has substantial 
effects in another State”. 
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Organised crime groups are often involved in various types of environmental crimes, 
including fisheries crime (illegal, unregulated or unreported fishing), pollution crime 
(such as illegal dumping of toxic waste), wildlife crime (such as poaching, illegal wildlife 
trade and wildlife markets) and forestry crimes (Zsigmond 2024a). In literature, trans-
national environmental crime “involves the movement across borders of species, resources, 
and pollutants in contravention of domestic law or in violation of prohibition or regula-
tion regimes established by multilateral environmental agreements” (Elliott 2012: 88). 
Environmental crime is becoming a serious concern for the international community, as 
it generates an astonishing revenue for organised crime groups. Environmental crime is 
currently ranked as the “fourth-largest criminal enterprise after drug trafficking, counter-
feiting, and human trafficking” (Malakouti–Hazrati 2025: 1). As it was highlighted 
earlier, these crimes are often linked to other serious offences, including financial crimes 
(Zsigmond 2024b), corruption and harm to justice, equity and the green transition (van 
Uhm – Nijman 2020). Characteristics of wildlife crime include its international nature, 
the involvement of organised crime groups, latency, and the exploitation of corruption 
and weak law enforcement. Corruption and weak implementation greatly hinder the rea-
lisation of conservation efforts aimed at ensuring the survival of species. Eliminating or 
at least curbing wildlife crime can be considered one of the most important challenges of 
the 21st century. However, the complexity of the issue and the conflicting interests, often 
at the state level, give the impression that even under the current circumstances, there is 
no unified approach.

The global trend can also be observed in the European Union, where syndicates 
previously involved in traditional forms of organised crime – such as human and arms 
trafficking and drug trafficking – have recognised the opportunities offered by natural 
resources. As a result, we are increasingly faced with the illegal trade in wildlife species 
and natural resources such as timber and minerals. Moreover, the EU is even more vulner-
able due to the internal market. Once illegal goods have passed through external border 
controls, they can move freely between Member States due to the lack of comprehen-
sive border controls. The European Union is not only a destination but also a significant 
transit point for illicit trade between continents (Sziebig 2021). Joint action against 
environmental crime is therefore necessary, as reinforced by the European Network for 
Environmental Crime (EnviCrimeNet), recognising that the crimes in question, includ-
ing ecocide, have a negative impact on human health and biodiversity.

It is an interesting question whether ecocide can be linked to transnational environ-
mental crime, and how the new ecocide legislation will support the fight against the most 
serious environmental offences. The relationship between ecocide and transnational envi-
ronmental crime can be approached from several angles. The “rediscovery” of ecocide and 
its international support are primarily due to the increased attention being paid to global 
ecological destruction. In this respect, international action against environmental crimes 
has definitely preceded ecocide. Furthermore, at the level of definitions, there is a cor-
relation between transnational environmental crimes and ecocide, as both can be severe, 
widespread and cause irreparable harm to the environment. Moreover, ecocide can be 
the result of transnational environmental crime when these illegal activities cause severe, 
widespread or lasting damage. The recognition of ecocide marks a “legal and symbolic 
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revolution”, strengthening ecocentric approaches and highlighting the interdependence of 
humanity and the environment (Elia 2025: 12). Within the scope of this article, I would 
like to focus on the most serious forms of environmental crimes that pose a significant 
challenge to law enforcement agencies in terms of discovery and subsequent prosecution. 
Based on the definitional framework established for ecocide, these crimes can be inves-
tigated and prosecuted as ecocide. Hopefully, in the upcoming decades, we will see real 
examples of the ecocide legislation in “action”, as more states are accepting enforceable 
domestic laws. In the following sections, I will concentrate on the difficulties and chal-
lenges that law enforcement agencies face in investigating environmental crimes, particu-
larly those that are transnational in nature, emphasising the importance of eco-policing. 

Challenges identified in policing ecocide

The law often trails behind the behaviours and phenomena emerging in society, as law-
making tends to follow developments. This pattern is evident in the current context, and 
it is debatable how much the creation of additional multilateral environmental agreements 
would resolve existing environmental issues. Increasingly, there is a perspective that fur-
ther legislation is unnecessary, and instead, the focus should be on effectively implement-
ing and enforcing existing instruments. Typically, international legal instruments contain 
provisions regarding liability or legal consequences for environmental crimes. However, 
there are no uniform provisions in this regard, as each state protects its native animal and 
plant species under its own national regulations. In most cases, international conventions, 
such as the CITES,4 only declare the application of negative legal consequences. However, 
in cases involving crimes against the environment and wildlife, sanctions vary in different 
states, from imprisonment to the death penalty,5 which may be imposed as a last resort. 
The range of adverse legal consequences applied by national criminal law is therefore var-
ied, ranging from fines to various forms of imprisonment. However, some states are trying 
to curb rampant poaching with increasingly severe penalties. In addressing environmental 
crimes, criminal law, civil law and administrative law all have their place, but none of 
them is sufficient on its own; therefore, there is a definite need for a “last resort”, namely 
the tools of criminal law (Görgényi 2018: 64–67).

4	 Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Washington, D.C. 1973–
1975).

5	 Some countries introduced the most serious sanctions against poachers (Kenya, 2018) or adopted a shoot-to-kill 
policy against poachers (Botswana, Namibia).
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Challenges of investigating environmental crimes and the possible 
effects of criminalising ecocide

Climate change, ecological despair and crime

The work of law enforcement agencies and the police has been continuously influenced 
by social, cultural, political, economic, and ecological developments. Nowadays, climate 
change and environmental degradation are the primary challenges confronting humanity 
and nations. As the human environment begins to change dynamically, policing actors are 
increasingly involved in nature, wildlife and environmental conservation efforts. Climate 
change affects various organisations differently, but it is undeniable that negative environ-
mental impacts will directly and indirectly influence law enforcement agencies, including 
police work. These impacts include resource scarcity, extreme weather events caused by cli-
mate change and global warming, climate refugees, and water shortages. In fact, the exact 
effects of ecological disasters on law enforcement agencies are not yet fully understood. 
However, in recent decades, there has been an increasing focus on research into the crim
inogenic effects of climate change. Climate change is not just a threat multiplier, but also 
brings new challenges for policing. These challenges will not only appear at the organisa-
tional level, but also at the societal and individual levels (Matczak–Bergh 2023: 1–6). 
Climate change generates new social tensions and exacerbates existing conflicts. In this 
regard, it also influences the nature and pattern of crime. The scarcity of natural resources, 
the wave of refugees triggered by climate change, and increasing economic instability 
are contributing to a rise in crime, creating new challenges for crime prevention and the 
administration of justice (Irk 2025: 351–352). For a long time, criminal law has played 
only a limited role in addressing climate change. Some authors attribute this to dogmatic 
problems, as climate change can often be traced back to the behaviour of companies and 
their combined impact, and some of these actions are socially beneficial and indispensable. 
At the same time, changing perceptions of the environment, its increased value, and its 
connection to human rights have enabled the expansion of environmental criminal law 
(Jacsó 2025: 365–367).

Criminological studies have already highlighted the correlation between climate 
change and crime. One area of examination was the link between high temperatures and 
violent crime. There are increased levels of aggression in hot conditions, “with such aggres-
sion having a violent, emotional basis associated with hostility towards a target” (White 
2017: 245). Heat can also contribute to collective violence, including riots and mob vio-
lence. Based on research, higher temperatures increase the tendency toward aggression, 
and thus, the number of violent crimes is also expected to rise. Furthermore, as a result of 
ecological changes, citizens are expected to fight over diminishing resources, including 
water and other basic human necessities. These social tensions could lead to an increase 
in crime (White 2017: 243–247). Per definitionem, ecocide can appear in the form of 
corporate crime, as one of the main goals in the criminalisation of ecocide is to hold those 
responsible who violate climate laws and are responsible for pollution. So far, it seems, 
those who are primarily responsible for causing the adverse ecological changes “are also 
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those least likely (at least initially) to suffer the consequences of climate change” (White 
2017: 249).

Criminalising ecocide would be an important step to draw attention to environmen-
tal crimes and to generate institutional responses. Furthermore, criminalising ecocide 
provides an opportunity to investigate climate and environmental crimes more effectively 
(Godwin 2024: 18). Ranking ecocide as the highest of crimes, elevating it to the interna-
tional crimes, would undoubtedly generate legal follow-up at the state level in the interna-
tional community. This scenario will only happen if the amendment of the ICC’s Rome 
Statute is successful and ecocide finds its way into the jurisdiction of the International 
Criminal Court. In many cases, the implementation of the MEAs6 is weak, demolishing 
the goals set in the primary sources of interstate environmental cooperation. As a result, 
a hard law background for ecocide would definitely raise the bar of environmental protec-
tion, pressuring the states to implement legislation in force. By introducing a real, enforce-
able ecocide legislation, such a step might “curtail the impacts of humanitarian crises with 
environmental origins because then we would have the required diligence or policing, 
prioritisation of capacity, investigation-led data and judicial enforcement” (Chin 2021).

Environmental crimes and policing

Detecting environmental crimes presents challenges for law enforcement agencies and 
police. Based on international trends, these challenges may include, among others: 1. the 
specialised expertise needed to investigate and detect environmental crimes; 2. difficul-
ties in cooperation between law enforcement agencies in different countries when the 
case or act is international in scope; 3. forum-shopping; 4. the willingness to investigate. 
An international response is crucial in addressing environmental crimes. In case of envi-
ronmental crimes, latency still occurs in many instances. If we examine the number of 
environmental crimes investigated in a year, we can see a clear disproportion between the 
actual state of affairs in ecology and the counteraction to such crimes. It is characteristic of 
environmental criminal law that the defined crimes are general or framework-like, which 
are filled with content by other legal regulations. Another problematic factor may be the 
determination of “guilt” relevant to the action committed (Igorevich Golubev et al. 
2020: 533–535). As a result of the organisation’s work, including that of Interpol, a more 
effective structure has been developed to support countries in the fields of policing, cus-
toms, prosecution and the judiciary. In the case of wildlife crime in particular, buyer and 
consumer awareness is especially important and complements the work of law enforce-
ment agencies. Reducing demand can be an effective tool in reducing some environmental 
crimes, including poaching and illegal logging. The international efforts, particularly in 
relation to the International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime (ICCWC), have 
significantly contributed to combating wildlife and forest crimes, especially in developing 
source countries (Nellemann et al. 2014).

6	 MEA: Multilateral Environmental Agreements.
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Eco-policing and eco-cops

In response to environmental challenges and climate change, and to foster the sustainable 
development model, a new form of policing has emerged, the so-called “eco-policing”. 
Green policing and eco-policing are interconnected terms, both referring to the ecological 
“turn” in law enforcement. While “green policing” concentrates on sustainable internal 
police activities, “eco-policing” relates to proactive environmental law enforcement. In 
comparison to traditional policing, eco-policing emphasises the “harmonious develop-
ment of humans and nature”. The key strategies of eco-policing are prevention, punish-
ment and management. In practice, it highly relies on police coordination, department 
coordination and public participation. The primary objective of eco-policing is to protect 
the environment and the economy (Xu et al. 2025: 1). In scholarly publications, the term 
“eco-cop” was first used by Philip Arthur Njuguna Mwanika in relation to environmental 
policing in Eastern Africa in 2010 (Mwanika 2010). Based on the definition, eco-cops 
are “police officers equipped with the knowledge, skills that foster pro-environmental and 
pro-climate behaviour, and the mindset necessary to address the cascading effects of the 
triple planetary crisis, among them the climate crisis” (Matczak 2025: 93).

Law enforcement agencies play a vital role in ensuring community safety, fostering 
climate resilience, and adapting to the effects of climate change. There is only limited lit-
erature on the greening attitude within the police organisational system, especially regard-
ing the individual level. The concept of pro-environmental behaviour (PEB) has been 
intensively researched over the last few decades, primarily in a limited scope, focusing on 
law enforcement agencies and police forces. Ecological education is crucial for the effective 
policing of environmental crimes. Green education not only highlights various environ-
mental and climate issues but also enables students to assess and even critique different 
approaches, making them more aware and sensitive to environmental problems and chal-
lenges. In most countries, environmental education remains limited in police academies, 
resulting in police officers lacking the understanding, skills and experience necessary for 
effective inspection, investigation and multi-agency collaboration in response to environ-
mental issues. It is essential to recognise that not all police officers need to be experts on 
ecological issues, but specialisation in environmental law enforcement is necessary. The 
establishment of dedicated green police units can be a great solution to provide the neces-
sary knowledge, attention and force to investigate such crimes. Another issue that tests 
law enforcement agencies is the proliferation of environmental and climate legislation. So, 
even though the police officers hold the required knowledge in theory, it is a challenging 
task to apply the law in practice. Furthermore, not only is pure environmental knowledge 
important, but police officers also need to understand the scientific and social implica-
tions and challenges (Matczak 2025: 96–98).
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Closing remarks on the future enforceability of ecocide  
and eco-policing

Although many realised that without a healthy Earth, humanity will fail, only a few 
achievements were made towards a sustainable future. The new legal concepts, such as 
ecocide, aim to provide an enforceable legal basis to punish the biggest polluters and those 
who harm the environment through committing environmental crimes. Environmental 
crime, particularly transboundary (international) environmental crime, poses a substan-
tial challenge to law enforcement agencies and police work. In the coming years, new chal-
lenges from climate change, such as resource scarcity and climate-induced migration, will 
exacerbate the existing threats. The new Environmental Crime Directive has definitely 
“raised the bar” for the MSs of the European Union, and modifying criminal law is neces-
sary to comply with the new regulations. It will be interesting to see how ecocide (in the 
form of the so-called qualified offences) will appear in the environmental criminal legisla-
tion of Member States. Finally, we witness not just the rise of environmental crime, but 
the rise of efforts to criminalise serious environmental harm and ecological degradation. 
However, it is essential to recognise that without effective implementation, the law in its 
pure form is unable to fully mitigate the adverse effects of climate change and biodiversity 
loss. Law enforcement agencies face crucial challenges in the midst of environmental deg-
radation. Some recommendations that can foster the detection of environmental crime 
are as follows: support of ecological education at police academies and within law enforce-
ment agencies; the establishment of specialised units within law enforcement agencies; 
strengthen the power and resources of existing environmental units; intensive cooperation 
with international organisations and law enforcement agencies from other states; and sup-
port for social awareness of ecological issues in general. The following decades might bring 
the era of eco-policing, but until then, the proper use of current resources is necessary to 
combat environmental crimes. In conclusion, the future enforceability of ecocide will 
largely depend on the EU Member States’ commitment to implement the Environmental 
Crime Directive and develop eco-policing capacities.
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